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THE WORD – MAY 2022 

 

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 

*Wow!  What a special Easter celebration we had! Bishop 

Haynes celebrated with us as members were reaffirmed and 

received into our community.  We could not have asked for a 

more SPECIAL event. It is RARE to have the Bishop on Easter 

Sunday as there are 109 churches in our diocese and it takes 

more than two years for the bishop to get to each one on a 

Sunday if she attends a different church each week.  
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A full church for Easter- more photos on page 16 

*Pancake Supper: 

The men of the church hosted a wonderful event on Fat Tuesday.  Pancakes and sausage 

were delicious, and the fellowship was even more special.  We look forward to Fat 

Tuesday in 2023! 

 

 

 

 

 

*Paying our Bills 
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In the interest of transparency, we have decided to provide the congregation with 

monthly budget numbers of operations income vs operating expenses.  This will be 

posted in the bulletin hopefully the 3rd week of each month.  In addition, you may like to 

know that we also have a group pf designated funds which are separate from our 

operating expenses.   These funds are NOT pulled from the operating expenses, but 

rather, money that some give towards “special projects” in addition to our regular 

pledges.  Anyone can donate to these funds at any time.  However, please do not deduct 

these “extra gifts” from your pledged amount.  Pledged funds are used to keep the 

church running.  Special (designated) funds are for other things we would like to do that 

are not budgeted. In other words, this is our “wish list” for special needs, programs, and 

events in the future. These items include but are not limited to: 

Upstairs HVAC unit 

Building and Grounds designated-major upgrades and repairs i.e.: stucco on 

remainder of building 

Flower Guild-weekly altar flowers 

Hospitality-coffee, plates, napkins, etc. for Sundays or special events like the Pancake 

Supper 

Preservation-money needed to pay off our loan -We currently owe $80 thousand 

Christian Outreach- support of special unique needs of groups or individuals locally 

Altar Guild -flowers for Christmas, Easter, etc. 

We appreciate all the support you continue to provide here at CEC. Keep up the great 

work so we can continue to stay strong to do the work that GOD has given us to do.       

Please know that the time you give us and talents you share are also greatly appreciated. 

IN CHRIST+      

It’s COMING!   

Thanks to your generous gifts, the Vestry has approved funds to be used to replace the 

2nd floor HEAT/AC unit.  More details to follow SOON! 



4 
 

*Our Lenten Series: 

As we look forward to our renewal and our future, it is important to have YOUR input. 

We had Lenten dinners each Wednesday in March.  There was some delicious food as 

well as some very important dialogue.  We visited the pain of the past, where we are in 

the present, and began to define where we would like to go in the future.  If you have any 

input on where to go and/or how to get there, please share it in an e-mail to a vestry 

member so it can become part of our vision. 

*VESTRY RETREAT: 

On March 5th, the Vestry had a retreat which was hosted at the residence of Anita and Bill 

Wyrick. So, what is happening on behalf of the Christ Church Community?  As we focus 

on moving FORWARD, your vestry focused on getting in reach and outreach committees 

up and running again.  We talked about the continued needs of the building and grounds 

of the church and how to prepare for future expenditures.  We set vestry goals for 

current and future needs of the church.  Finally, after several months of discussion, we 

revised our mission.  Our new mission statement is:   

Christ Episcopal Church, (c. 1832), is a welcoming, inclusive, community that seeks to celebrate our unity with 

God and serve Christ by following His example through our worship, outreach, and hospitality within our 

community and beyond. 

*DID YOU KNOW? 

Christ Church can benefit by your shopping habits?   

If you shop at Kroger:  

PLEASE visit Kroger.com and register your card for us to receive cash when you use your 

card. 

If you shop at Amazon: 

PLEASE visit amazonsmile.com and choose Christ Church Smithfield to receive cash 

from your purchases. 
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FOOD FOR ……

COME AND SEE… 

We are becoming a new and re-formed church, 

The Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement--- 

Individuals, small, gathered communities and congregations 

Whose way of life is the way of Jesus and His way of love. 

No longer centered on empire and establishment, 

No longer fixated on preserving institutions, 

No longer shoring up white supremacy or anything else that  

Hurts or harms any child of God 

By God’s grace…. 

…. WE ARE BECOMING A CHURCH 

THAT LOOKS AND ACTS LIKE JESUS. 

Taken from the website of the national Episcopal Church 

 

 

 

Please read your weekly e-mail that includes Vestry minutes to be informed about what is going on in Christ 

Church and then, serve the Lord with GLADNESS! 
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Is church a spectator sport? 

  
I have often wondered what many feel as they worship in church. 
  
As I observe our family on Sunday morning, we have all types of worship. 
  
Some sit and stand and remain silent during a service, 
  
Some read or recite prayer, 
  
Some offer their own prayers during the service…. 
  

Ahhhhh…then comes the singing . . . .  

  
Remember the old adage…..He, who sings, prays TWICE! 
  
How about……….. make a joyful noise! 
  
The GATHERED BODY OF CHRIST IS CALLED BY BAPTISM TO BE THE PRIMARY MINISTER 
OF MUSIC AT LITURGY.  Leaders are called from the assembly to guide and direct, but the 
ENTIRE ASSEMBLY has the most important role---and the CONGREGATION is the 
LARGEST part of that liturgical assembly.  In other words, THERE IS NO AUDIENCE….no 
silent spectators at liturgy. 
  
Music sends “the spirit” though some and overwhelms them 

  
So, the next time we gather to worship, follow along and sing out! 

  
And make a joyful noise!  Don’t be a spectator, be an active participant! 

  
AMEN! 
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CHURCH WORK DAY 

Due to the weather, our work crew was small, but we still got much accomplished.  Here 

is a list of what has been done lately: (Year to date) 

 

210. Clean 1st floor and wax 

211.  Put up a new flag 

212.  Plant liriope 

213.  Organize choir room music 

214.  Restock books in church 

215.  Organize and label kitchen cabinets (again) 

216.  Dust, vacuum, clean bathrooms 2nd floor 

217.  Organize storage closet 

218.  Clean out basement closet 

219.  Move AC filters to basement in preparation for a new Heat AC unit on 2nd floor 

220.  Letters to congregation prepared to discuss current status (Stewardship) 

221. Drain line cleaned out 

222.  Gate post put back in ground across street 

223.  Fix basement door 

224.  Replace ballast in mechanical room 

225.  Fix main church door- sticking at the top 

226.  Replace narthex light 

227.  Repair white fence (braces) 

228.  Pick up sticks from parking lot and under pecan tree  

229.  To populate new church event calendar 

 

Thank you so much to Fred, Bill, Annamaria, Anita, Bob M. Tim, and 

Betsy for their help so far. 

Many others have volunteered but were unable to come on our 

official workday.  We will keep you posted with the ongoing work to 

prepare our building and grounds for our new priest  
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SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE AS OF  

APRIL 28, 2022 

 

The search for our new Rector has recently crossed a significant milestone.  

The Diocese requires searching congregations produce a Parish Profile along with a 

document that rectors searching for a new opportunity can access via the internet.  

In collaboration with the CEC Vestry, both of these pieces have been completed and are 

being reviewed by the Diocese.   

Once the Diocese approves, the Parish Profile will be posted the CEC website. After an 

initial vetting by the Diocese, we will be open to receive inquiries from Rectors searching 

for a new Parish.  

Letty Gambacorta has done a magnificent job spearheading completion of the Parish 

Profile. She will make some printed copies available for review. We respectfully ask these 

copies remain in the Parish Hall.   

Please continue to pray for the Search 

Committee!  If you have specific questions or 

concerns, please feel welcome to reach out to 

any member of your committee.  

Committee Members: Jim Blesse, Fred 

Chapman, Letty Gambacorta, Beth Harris, 

Wayne Willis and Max Lindner 

 

 

 
 
 

 

   

19 Wayne Willis 

  Rose Mwayungu 
  

 1 Betsy Egan 

  Heidi Bloch 

 7 Bud Gill 

12 Angie Lowry 

24 Bob Dubinsky 

29 Curtiss Peterson 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT OF  

THE MARY MARTHA CHAPTER 

OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

I would like to share with you a post from the national Facebook page of the 

Order of the Daughters of the King. We are in the process of building up our 

Chapter of Mary and Martha. If you are interested in joining us, this post is 

about what it means to be a Daughter of the King and pray that you will read 

it and consider joining us. You can contact our Treasurer, Betty Dubinsky, our 

secretary, Martha Underwood or myself for more information. 

“It is amazing that a group of women who had a love for the Lord came into 

being in 1885 as The Order for the Daughters of the King®. That love still lives 

in the life of women around the world! History tells us that women in the 

1800’s were not equal in society and had very little control over their own 

lives. One of many places women did have control, in part, was the church. To 

be one of the first Daughters must have taken a bold woman standing firm in 

faith. I would think she might have been a rebel of sorts! Might you or I have 

been one of those rebels? 

When we become a Daughter, we make a very intentional covenant with God. 

I think this is a powerful way to show "our outward, and visible sign of an 

inward and spiritual grace given to us by Christ."  We wear the cross as an 

outward sign and the service we do, and our inward grace is through prayers 

we offer.  

Daughters have been present at my church for 30+ years. My mom is a 

Daughter, so I always thought one day I wanted to be like her, I did not truly 

understand the powerful things Daughters do to spread Christ's Kingdom. 

Their impact is profound! When I started attending St. Timothy’s, I noticed 
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these “special” women doing so much for the congregation, our priest, and 

anyone in need. 

My journey began in 2004 and like many of you, I did not realize the power of 

God’s love and what I was capable of doing for His Glory. Like so many things I 

did at church, I said “sure why not!” I brought my wonderful friend Judy 

Bordelon along for the ride! Little did either of us know this would change our 

lives forever! 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 

faithful stewards of God’s grace in various forms. If anyone speaks they should 

do so as one who speaks the very word of God. If anyone serves, they should 

do so with strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praise 

through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power forever and ever. 

Amen.” 1 Peter 4:10-15 (NIV) 

My Sisters, I pray you are a BOLD Daughter of the King that will not let your 

world be shaken by things in this world. Stand firm in your faith and use the 

gifts you have been given to do the good works God has called you to do. And 

all the people said AMEN!” 

Denise Rox  

Worship and Devotion Chair 

 

 

In Christ’s Glorious Name, 

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Edith Raby, President 

Mary Martha Chapter of the Daughters of the King 
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A Tribute to Earth Day 

               Beth Harris 

The Rev. Jeffrey Mark Golliher, Ph.D., is a cultural anthropologist, an Episcopal priest, and 

a writer who has traveled extensively to understand the spiritual dimension of the 

environmental crisis.  He is the environmental representative of the worldwide Anglican 

Communion at the United Nations and has organized global conferences on spirituality 

and ecology.  He is also a Third Order Franciscan.  I am the administrator of the Prayer 

Cells Ministry for the Order, and there is a prayer cell called Sacred Ecology whose 

members pray for the Care for Creation work in which Jeff and his team is involved.  Jeff 

sent me this prayer for the members of the Sacred Ecology prayer cell to use, and I think 

it’s a great “Earth Day” (and everyday) prayer. 

 

            Holy Creator, 

we join with the Earth 

and with each other, 

with our ancestors and all beings of the future, 

to bring new life to the land; 

to recreate the human community, 

to provide justice and peace, 

to remember our children, 

to remember who we are. 

We join together as many and 

diverse expressions 

of one Loving Mystery, 

for the healing of the Earth 

and the renewal of all Life. 

Amen. 
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH PROGRAM 

This program was born here in CEC and started by Gene Lowery and Fred Glanville.  We 

deliver food to the Isle of Wight County facility on an on-going basis.  Our food is 

currently being delivered by Wayne Willis after donations are given by our congregation 

at Christ Church.  Christian Outreach ALWAYS needs volunteers (2-4 hours per month) to 

help distribute and take in food, diapers, etc.  If you can volunteer to work for the COP 

please call for details of hours of operation or check out their website at: 

https://iowcop.net. Thank you. 

 

 

HELP FILL THE  

COP FOOD PANTRY SHELVES 

Christ Church participates in collecting non-perishable food items 

on Sundays for the Food pantry at COP (Christian Outreach 

Program).  This is an important ministry to those who are 

hungry.  Many in the community are still unemployed due to 

COVID.  Anything you can drop off at church in the “outreach” 

basket will be greatly appreciated. The basket is located under 

the mailboxes. Thank you KINDLY and GOD BLESS!. 

 

COP Shopping list 

 Canned Fruit  

 Canned soups 

 Canned vegetables 

 Pasta 

 Peanut Butter 

 Cereal 

 Baby food 

 Granola Bars 

 Diapers – size 5 or 6 

https://iowcop.net/
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 NITE 

     FRIDAY,  

MARCH 18, 2022 
 Spotlighting 

 Several of our  

 Performers 
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Scenes from Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 10, 2022 
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MORE PHOTOS FROM 

EASTER SUNDAY 

APRIL 17, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


